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      WHITE TOWER OF THESSALONIKI-GREECE
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      The White Tower of Thessaloniki (Greek: Λευκός Πύργος - Lefkós Pýrgos) is a monument and museum on the waterfront of the city of Thessaloniki, capital of the region of Macedonia in northern Greece.
    

    
      
    

    
      The present tower replaced an old Byzantine fortification, known to have been mentioned around the 12th century, that the Ottoman Empire reconstructed to fortify the city's harbour sometime after Sultan Murad II captured Thessaloniki in 1430. The tower became a notorious prison and scene of mass executions during the period of Ottoman rule.
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      The White Tower was substantially remodeled and its exterior was whitewashed after Greece gained control of the city in 1912. It has been adopted as the symbol of the city.
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      WAWEL CASTLE IN POLAND
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      Wawel is a beautiful hill in the centre of Kraków upon the Vistula River with a complex of impressive historical monuments of unique historical and artistic values. 
    

    
      
    

    
      This extraordinary sanctuary determines the Poles’ identity, is their national and cultural symbol. Wawel used to be the seat of Polish rulers, their necropolis and place where the Polish history took shape.
    

    
      Wawel castle used to be the royal residence. Built at the behest of King Casimir III the Great.  For centuries the residence of the kings of Poland and the symbol of Polish statehood.Today Wawel Hill is a monument of the national past, a historical residence comprised of several museum exhibitions located in the palace building and the old royal kitchens.
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      The Castle is now one of the country's premier art museums, and an art conservation center . It consists of a number of structures situated around the Italian-style courtyard. The castle, being one of the largest in Poland, represents nearly all European architectural styles of medieval, renaissance,baroque. The Wawel castle and the Wawel hill constitute the most historically and culturally significant site in the country. Since 1978 it has been declared a UNESCO world Heritage Site as part of the historic Center of Kraków.
    

    
      The Cathedral Museum is a separate unit presenting items related to the history of the chapter, historical examples of gold smithery and weaving, paintings and sculptures.
    

    
      On the Sigismund Tower the four great bells of Wawel Cathedral hang next to the Sigismund bell. The bell weighs almost 13 tonnes and requires 12 bell-ringers to swing it. It tolls on special occasions, mostly religious and national holidays, and is regarded as one of the greatest symbols of Poland.
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      BELEM  TOWER
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      Belém Tower (Portuguese: Torre de Belém, , officially the Tower of 
      
        Saint Vincent
      
       (Portuguese: Torre de São Vicente) is a 16th-century fortification located in 
      
        Lisbon
      
       that served as a point of embarkation and disembarkation for Portuguese explorers and as a ceremonial gateway to Lisbon
      . 
    

    
      
    

    
      It was built during the height of the 
      
        Portuguese Renaissance
      
      , and is a prominent example of the Portuguese 
      
        Manueline
      
       style,
       
      but it also incorporates hints of other architectural styles. The structure was built from 
      
        lioz
      
       
      
        limestone
      
       and is composed of a 
      
        bastion
      
       and a 30-metre (98.4 ft), four-storey tower.
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      Since 1983, the tower has been a 
      
        UNESCO
      
       
      World Heritage Site
      , along with the 
      
        Jerónimos Monastery
      
      . It is often portrayed as a symbol of Europe's 
      
        Age of Discoveries
      
       and as a metonym for 
      
        Portugal
      
       or Lisbon, given its landmark status. 
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        ESTONIA
    

    
      
    

    
      FRIEDRICH SCHILLER MONUMENT -ESTONIA
    

    
       
    

    
      The first monument dedicated to Friedrich Schiller. Whereas it's so small and not well known, you can't find much information from Internet about it. It was established in 1813 and is probably the first monument in the world dedicated to Schiller. (There was another one established in 1805 (also in Estonia) but it was destroyed soon after.) So ours is the oldest one.
      
        [image: ]
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
       
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      On the monument you can see two written sides. One of them says: "Dedicated to the memory of Friedrich von Schiller, the noble German poet and favorite of muses in 1813". And on the other side:
    

    
       
      "Poetry extends to you its divine rights, ascending with you to eternal stars. He has surrounded you with glory. Your creation speaks to your heart. You will be immortal.
      "
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        ROMANIA
    

    
      
    

    
      THE HOLY TRINITY CATHEDRAL ROMANIA
    

    
      The Holy Trinity Cathedral, Sibiu was built  in 1904.The exterior is in red and yellow brick. The spacious nave is bordered by smaller spherical roofs and four towers: two smaller octagonal ones, and two larger ones near the entrance with a square base that becomes octagonal in the bell area. 
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      The ends of the towers are shaped like double bulbs, with a skylight in the centre. The main entrance is through a portico with three semicircular doors. Behind this and between the main towers is an ample semicircular vestibule with a similarly-shaped stained-glass window, while the outside is decorated with round mosaics showing Jesus and the Four Evangelists. 
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      The cathedral is 53.10m long and 25.40m wide in the centre, the dome 24.70m high (34.70m on the exterior) and 15m in diameter, while the spires are 43m high (45m including the crosses).
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      CYPRUS
    

    
              
    

    
       
      VENETIAN WALLS OF NICOSIA -CYPRUS
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      The Venetian Walls are a series of defensive walls which surround the capital city of Nicosia. They were built in the mid-16th century –(1567)by the Republic of Venice after demolishing the existing fortification of the city. The walls are still largely intact, and are among the best preserved Renaissance fortifications in the Eastern Mediterranean. They are a major tourist attraction.
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      The Venetian walls of Nicosia have a circular shape, with a circumference of c. 5 km. The walls contain eleven pentagonal bastions with rounded orillons. The bastions are named after eleven families, pillars of the Italian aristocracy of the town, who donated funds towards the construction of the walls.
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      The city has three gates:
    

    
      Paphos Gate (Porta San Domenico)·
              
    

    
      Famagusta Gate (Porta Guiliana)
    

    
      Kyrenia Gate (Porta del Proveditore)
    

    
      
    

    
      Those Gates would lead to the enclosed city of Nicosia , or to the other cities respectively .They were guarded , and closed at night for safety.
    

    
      They form the landscape around the enclosed city, the trench is a green oasis for family leisure time.
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
        [image: ]
      
    

    
      
    

    
      
    

    
      They are important to us ,because they are there for so many centuries and remind us of a stability this island never had, also they remind us that even Cypriots always had enemies they still manage to survive and keep their tradition and character alive.   
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